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and the saturnine Marquis d'Auberive. Giboyer
remarks that the French people are like a certain
gentleman who contracted eight head-colds in one
month, and cured them all except the first. cc Fulfil
the Revolution of 1789," he moralizes, cc and you
will have nothing to fear/5 He proposes the creation
of cc an aristocracy outside of money." On what,
inquires the Marquis, could such a caste be based in
democratic France ? cc On the very principle of
democracy/* answers Giboyer, ce which is merit."
But that conception has already been realized,
exclaims Charrier ; and Vernouillet adds that
wealth, being the result of labour, is precisely the
standard which most nearly approximates merit.
Giboyer . retorts : cc There is one point which
destroys your standard from top to bottom. It is
that wealth is hereditary and intelligence is not."
In the presence of the last seven words the future
Premier underwent his first disturbance, his earliest
pause, before society as conventionally regulated.
" My frank intelligence as a child," comments he,
" found nothing in reply to Giboyer's weighty argu-
ment ; and even to-day my adult intelligence,
though better exercised, discovers no answer.1 It
is perhaps from this contradiction posed by Giboyer,
between the individual character of merit and the
patrimonial character of property, that one may
draw the simplest, the most clearly accessible
definition of the Socialist idea."

1 One rejoinder might be that intelligence,, as a matter of
fact, is rather commonly hereditary. M. Blum's own case is
apposite.